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three Powers—Russia, France, and Germany—interfered
between Japan and China, she rejected their advances and
thereby successfully earned the gratitude of Japan. Lord
Kimberley, Minister for Foreign Affairs at the time, did
not think that British interests would, of necessity, be
affected, but he regarded the interference as tyrannous and
unreasonable, and disliked being made a party to it. There
was at that time, of course, no idea of an alliance with
Japan. However, one thing leads to another, sometimes
of unforeseen importance. A liking for England had been
so deeply implanted in the Japanese people of those days
that they let their Government abandon Russia and
grasp the hand of Britain in opposition to the common
enemy.
The first Alliance.
The Anglo-Japanese Alliance, which was thus rendered
possible, was a precaution against encroachments by a third
Power on Japanese and British interests in eastern Asia.
The third Power was, of course, Russia. The stated objects
of the first Alliance were : (i) To recognize the independence
of China and Korea ; and (ii) to recognize and mutually to
respect the special positions of Britain in China and of
Japan in China and Korea.
Put in another way, the fact that Russia was stretching
forth an invading hand over Korea was recognized. If
Korea were swallowed up by Russia, neither Japan herself
nor the position of Britain in China would be secure any
longer. It was the aim of both Japan and England to make
common provision against such an eventuality. But the
idea of abandoning his 'Splendid Isolation' and grasping
the hand of a Far-Eastern yellow man appears to have
given the Englishman some sleepless nights. It was charac-
teristic of John Bull to fail to recognize that the advantages
accruing "from an alliance were mutual, and when Lord
Lansdowne, Minister for Foreign Affairs at the time, made
his announcement in Parliament, he said, "We have
allowed Japan to contract an Alliance with us." The
English did not ask themselves who first proposed an
alliance, and seemed to have forgotten that they were
a great deal more anxious to conclude it than the
Japanese.

